PREACHER: The preacher's lines could be 
read either by the person who will be preaching 
the message that day, or by somebody else. The 
real name of the person playing the PREACHER 
could be used. 


NEIGHBOUR 
POLICEMAN 


FIRST, SECOND, THIRD and FOURTH 

- MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION: 
These should be sitting amongst those watching 
the drama, at points where they can be seen and 
heard by everyone. If you have a smaller cast, 
the lines said by the third and fourth members 
could be read by the first and second instead. 


CHURCH MEMBER (of another local church) 


Please feel free to adapt the script to 


reflect the gender of your cast members. 


“ 

PREACHER: We're going to be looking today at 
what it would have been like for God's people in 
Babylon in Daniel's time. They were captives far 
from home, amongst a foreign people with different 
traditions, and they were looked upon with great 
suspicion and hostility. It's hard for us to imagine 


the kind of pressure they would have experienced — : 


[The preacher is interrupted by a non- 
Christian neighbour, who has come into 
the church to look for him/her.] 


NEIGHBOUR: Oh, hi [preacher’s name]! | 
saw your car outside as | was driving past and | 


thought I'd pop in and give you your jacket. [Gives : 
jacket] You left it in my car. [Turns and notices : 
: moment of silence before the sound of a : 


: text message beeping is heard.] 


congregation, reacting with surprise and 
hostility] Oh ... what's all this? Of course... | 
forgot you did this church stuff on a Sunday. You 
know what, never mind. | don’t want to be seen 
here! I'll see you later ... or maybe not. 


[She exits.] 


PREACHER: Sorry about that - she’s my 
next-door neighbour. | don’t know what's got 
into her! As | was saying, it would have been 
very hard to remain faithful to God in Daniel’s 
time. He faced a terrifying punishment from the 
authorities, just for praying. 


[Enter POLICEMAN, interrupting.] 


: POLICEMAN: I'm sorry, ladies and gentlemen, 
: but what are you all doing here? Don't you know 
: this sort of thing was made illegal this week? No 
: Christian gatherings in a public place. The prime 
: minister was on TV saying so! | appreciate you 

: might not have heard, but | think you'd alll better 

: go home now, before you get into trouble. 


: PREACHER: Excuse me, but | think you'll find 
: we have a right to meet together and worship. 

: | know you're just doing your job, but coming to 

: church is one of our human rights, and we're not 
: doing any harm. 


: POLICEMAN: And what about your 

: neighbours’ rights not to be disturbed by your 
: music? This church isn’t wanted here. If you 

: won't tell your congregation to go home, I'll have : 
: to take you down to the station. 


PREACHER: Anyone is free to leave at any 
: time, but | won't tell them to go. 


POLICEMAN: You'd better come with me, then. : 


: [PREACHER and POLICEMAN begin to 
: exit together.] 


: FIRST MEMBER OF THE 
: CONGREGATION: [Stands up] Well, if we 
: can't meet here, we can always meet together in : 


our own homes. We could meet at my house. 


: POLICEMAN: [Over his shoulder] | 

: wouldn't do that either, if | were you. Just a word 
: of advice. | heard a rumour that private Christian : 
: gatherings will soon be illegal too. 


[PREACHER and POLICEMAN 


exit. FIRST MEMBER OF THE 
CONGREGATION sits down. There is a 


: SECOND MEMBER OF THE 

: CONGREGATION: [Stands, looking at 

: mobile phone] It's from my boss — he says | 
: needn't bother coming in on Monday, because 
: he doesn't employ people like me! It must be 

: because | told him I'm a Christian. | knew he 

: was off with me after that. Now I’ve lost my job! 


: FIRST MEMBER OF THE 
: CONGREGATION: [Stands, after a 
* moment of silence] Look, don’t worry. I’m 


: sure this will all blow over. They can't treat us like 
: this. They can't take away our jobs and arrest our 
: pastor just because we're Christians. Somebody 
: has got to speak out for us! 


Point A: You may choose to skip ahead 
to Point B at this point, missing out the 
intervening dialogue. 


A 


: THIRD MEMBER OF THE 
CONGREGATION: Wait, who's that? 


: [A member of another local church runs 
: into the room, panting.] 


: CHURCH MEMBER: I've just come from 

: the church down the road — I’ve come to warn 

: you! We were having our morning service when 
: all these angry people turned up and started 


shouting that we should go home and that 


Christians aren't welcome here! There's a huge 
: crowd of them and they started smashing things — 
| think they're heading for this church now! 


: [THIRD and FOURTH MEMBERS OF THE 


CONGREGATION stand up in dismay.] 


FOURTH MEMBER OF THE 
: CONGREGATION: What do we do now?! 


Point B 


A 


: [The scene freezes. The PREACHER 
: walks back onstage and the MEMBERS 
: OF THE CONGREGATION sit down.] 


: PREACHER: The events you've just watched 

: may seem far-fetched to us. It is hard to imagine 

: being punished for having a church service, or 

: losing our jobs because we are following Jesus. 

: But for Christians in many parts of the world, living 


in Babylon is not just something to learn about; it is 


: areality. What would you do in this situation? 


: Amazingly, persecuted Christians keep on going 
: to church, even if they know they might not come 
: home again. Suffering congregations are often 

: the strongest in faith and most joyful in worship. 

: There is a lot we can learn from their example. 

: But they need our prayers and support to remain 
: faithful to Christ in their hostile world. 
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